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LILLIAN TASUR GOES TO COLLEGE KENYA

From her earliest beginnings, the odds have been stacked against Lillian Tasul
own schooling and yethe has dedicated her adult life to helping others achieve
what she could not, until now. Lillian is about to get a foradlt education
thanks to fundaising efforts of the San Marino High School Village Volunteers
Club and Village Volunteers alum.

After her father passed on while she was still in the womb, her widowed mothe
was inherited by her father's blind brother. Lillian's first priority was to herd goa
for her family rather than attend school. At that timfeee primary education was
not provided for by the government. When there was money to send her to
school, a lack of school uniformgorkbooks and pencils often disrupted Lillian's
attendance. She did persevere and eventually completed this stage of her
education but, by the time she reached the high school level, her mother faced
the difficulties of feeding and schooling four additional children. Lillian eventual
dropped out.

Although she had not earned her high school certificate, Lillian's focusaamirg
never ceased. She married Emmanuel Leina Tasur and, in addition to raising tl
three children, they began Namunyak (Blessed) Maasai Welfare, a Village
Volunteers partner program whose goal is to bring a positive difference to the
indigenous Maasaiommunity and their neighbors by addressing orphaase;
education; economic empowerment; natural resource management; and pover
alleviation through sustainable development, mieneedit enterprises and local
capacity building
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Lillian Tasur Goes to College Cont

A Note from Founder and Opening the The Sirua Aulo Academy, a private school that helps vulnerable
Executive Director, childrento secure an education, the couple promised to improve the way
Shana eene, Transmara children fared on national examinations. Through Village Volunteer.
it more than fifty students now have full or partial education sponsorships and the
couple's mission is to extend thagportunity to hundreds more.

Widening their scope beyond children's education, with the help of Village
Volunteers and their alumni volunteers, Lillian and Emmanuel began a widow's
milking program. Since its inception, they have taught over sewvsviywomen
how to sustain themselves and their families through the ownership of a cow.
Lillian also began a women's beading group through which beautiful art pieces
have been sold to volunteers. This has empowered women by allowing them tc
contribute income to heir households.

More recently, when Kenya was engulfed by posi ;
election violence, Lillian and her husband manag' | TO contribute tavard
to raise funds through Namunyak Maasai Welfare [AtEALYyQa

A

(Village Volunteers) to distribute blankets, feod send a check to
stuffs and counseling sessions to victims of

violence. These latest contributions were Village Volunteers 5100
organized with no lead time for preparation and S. Dawsorst. Seattle,
the assistance was offered to what many WA 98118 USA

considered, at the time, to be enemy tribes. Lilliai
and Emmanuel strive to extend their efforts to ani | Please notéLillian* in
person in need, regdtess of social or politically the memo line.

constructed cultural barriers.

This September, Lillian's humanitarian efforts were repaid in kind through
volunteers who have met her or who were introduced to her story. Lillian has
been admitted, based on merit rather than high school diploma, to the Digital
Advisory & Learning Cent(®AL)ocated in Kericho, Kenya. DAL is a teaching
centre for Cambridge and Oxford Universities which offers standard, advanced
graduate, posgraduate level professional diplomas before upgrading to a
Bachelors or Masters Degree through the univerditifian has eagerly begun a
bridging program on the core subjects of English, Math and Information
Communication Technology which will aid her in the certificate program. Most
significantly, Lilliams the first woman who is married and has three childierthe
Maasai tribe going to college

Emmanuel believes that his wife's understanding of the importance of educatio
and her ability to overcome tribal or class barriers would be greatly accentuate
by a degee. Additionally, he explaingh¢ benefits olLillian's pending education
are both symbolic and practical. By living her own dream, Lillian has become a
symbol of inspiration to all Maasai women, demonstrating by example the way:
in which they can aspire to their full potential. For the Sirua Aulaéweg, where
Lillian wants to be a certified teacher, she will also impart awareness about
HIV/AIDS, inform others of the dangersf@fale genital mutilatiorpractices in

her community and, as her husband believes, "impart on thechiftl a sense of
worthiness that comes with a proper education." For these reasons, and for all
those yet untapped, to invest in Lillian is to invest in the betterment of Kenya. V
wish her well on her journey. ~
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Fidel, a resident of Have, opens the Have Community Library door.

HAVEGS COMMUNI TY LI BRARYHAGC

What was once an abandoned post office now serves as a community library. -
transformation began in January of this year with funding from Village
+2fdzy G SSNE X GKS KI NR ¢ 2 Nl}on odtriblitibn®dS Q &
four US volunteers working iGhana throughout the holidays. Dana Kaplaar,
cousin Joanna Kornfeldndfriends Elliot Sperber and Jordan Szekely spent five
days hammering, chiseling, laying cement and installing new doors to refurbist
the original structure.

Reconciling her New York punctuality with delays inherentde\aloping

O2dzy iNEX 5Fyl ¢l & &adz2NLINAAaSR i SI OK
the ingenuity of the townspeople. Initially with no more than a single hammer
and shovel, workers woulghke turns while awaiting the delivery of supplies.
Often they had to coordinate specific projects using the limited tools at hand.
5SRAOIFIGSR (2 F2tft2¢Ay3a (GKS @Attt 3ISN
one day. Only later did she learn that thecks were to be used as foundational
filler since cement was in short supply. Her construction skills earned Dana the
namedWVoman Masor, a title she accepted with pride.

Dana Kaplan, Joanna Kornfeld, Elliot Sperber, Jordan Szekely and a team of Have villagers
transform an old post office into a community library.

In addition to refurbishing the building, the volunteers also built bookshelves,
painted and donated books purchased locally. In their honor, the village held a
ribbon cutting ceemony attendedby the village Gief along withalocal Member

of Parliament. When the news aired over Ghana radio the following day, the
volunteers had returned to the neighboring village of Kpando where they spent
two weeks prior with the orphans at the Missahoe Chatityme. In an effort to
fSIR d Iy SEFYLXSE (KS& | a]1SR d«s
YE1S I RAFTFSNBYOS Ay &2dzNJ 2@%yi@RY Yad
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Have Community Library Complete Contd.

They therexplained as an exampléhe ways in whichhey accomplished so
much in such a short amount of time.

There is no question that the impact of
their effort was felt throughout Have and at
the orphanage, but it reacheahuch farther Fg
as well. While touring the slave castles of [ja %
the Cape Coast Region, the group was

asked if they were the white people who | - .}
odAtd GKS +2fdF wS3aA

5yl aleasx aLiG ol a |
feeling like we did something sustaid S (

Aside from public excitement and a personal sense of accomplishment, Dana ¢
experienced a feeling of frustration. Mofending waseeded to staff a librarian
and many book shelves remained empty. At the time Dana and her friends left,
there may ot have been a plan in place to fulfill the operational needs, but the
A02NE RARYQO SYyR GKSNB® ¢KA& Wdz &=
the cause. Although their efforts were also met with complications, they saw th
library to completion.

Maia Warchol (left) and Kim Clune (right) categorize books and restock library shelves.

Battling a termite infestation, all books had to be cleared from the shelves and
several damaged stacks were destroyed. Work resumed to reorganize the libre
oncel KS GSN¥YAGSaQ Oflre GdzyySta ¢SNB &
librarian from Maryland, categorized the growing collection of books under the
Dewey Decimal System and recorded a comprehensive listing for the future
librarian. Kim Clune from New Ydrk&lped to label and reshelf those books in
time for a library meeting. With both volunteers present, the headmasters and
community advisors came up with a plan to fund the electric bills and employ a
librarian.

Dana was pleastto learn that, with finish y 3 (G2 dzOKS& FTNRY (
volunteers, the library is now complete. As she reminisced for this interview, sh
did so while fondly looking at the Ghanaian photo collage hanging on her wall,
constant reminder of the people she met and the projects Ishg been part of.
GWdA G 650FdzasS 68 tSFG R28ayQi YSIy
RFed L 1y2¢ A Togétet, tifa3eSMRo worked brittie Sotagy
helped to change much more than their own lives. The work of Village Voluntes
hasSYLI2 6 SNBR LIS2L) SQa fABSa GAUGKAY |
source for knowledge, education and research. ~
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