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Welcome to another edition of the 
Village Volunteers Quarterly!  
 Our community of partners, 
volunteers, and donors continues to 
grow and make great strides in the 
communities we serve.  Below are 
some VV project highlights:  
 
É  ±±Ωǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǿŀƛǘŜŘ Kenya Ceramic 
Project (KCP) is close to launching in 
Kiminini Village, Kenya!  Currently, 
the KCP is pending final funding for 
the ceramic water filter 
manufacturing plant.  Once built, the 
plant will employ local potters to 
produce ceramic water filters, which 
will be sold by local women, 
educated in water health. To buy a 
ceramic water filter for an orphan 
headed household, go to 
http://tinyurl.com/VVdonate.  Be 
sure to watch for an update about 
the KCP in the next newsletter! 
 
É  VV is excited to announce its new 
Environment and Public Health 
Education Project! Through a one 
day workshop, village youth learn 
the hazards of improper disposal of 
batteries, burning plastics, and other 
environmental dangers, and 
community battery collection sites 
are organized.  After completing the 
series, each youth receives a solar 
flashlight and mosquito net.   To 
donate to the Environment and 
Public Health Education Project, go 
to http://tinyurl.com/VVdonate. 
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A Note from Founder and 
Executive Director,  

Shana Greene 

Lillian Tasur celebrates her husbandôs graduation from college. 
 
 

LILLIAN TASUR GOES TO COLLEGE                       KENYA 
 

From her earliest beginnings, the odds have been stacked against Lillian Tasur's 
own schooling and yet she has dedicated her adult life to helping others achieve 
what she could not, until now. Lillian is about to get a formal adult education 
thanks to fundraising efforts of the San Marino High School Village Volunteers 
Club and Village Volunteers alum. 

After her father passed on while she was still in the womb, her widowed mother 
was inherited by her father's blind brother. Lillian's first priority was to herd goats 
for her family rather than attend school. At that time, free primary education was 
not provided for by the government. When there was money to send her to 
school, a lack of school uniforms, workbooks and pencils often disrupted Lillian's 
attendance. She did persevere and eventually completed this stage of her 
education but, by the time she reached the high school level, her mother faced 
the difficulties of feeding and schooling four additional children. Lillian eventually 
dropped out. 

Although she had not earned her high school certificate, Lillian's focus on learning 
never ceased. She married Emmanuel Leina Tasur and, in addition to raising their 
three children, they began Namunyak (Blessed) Maasai Welfare, a Village 
Volunteers partner program whose goal is to bring a positive difference to the 
indigenous Maasai community and their neighbors by addressing orphansΩ care; 
education; economic empowerment; natural resource management; and poverty 
alleviation through sustainable development, micro-credit enterprises and local 
capacity building.                                                                          

(/ƻƴǘΩŘΦ ƻƴ  ǇŀƎŜ 2) 

V ol u me  0 1  

02 
 2008 

http://tinyurl.com/VVdonate
http://tinyurl.com/VVdonate


Village Volunteers  Quarterly  2 

 

 

 
É  Village Volunteers conducts its 
first Participatory Rural Assessment 
(PRA) in Majiwa Village Barchando 
Poverty Eradication Group, Kenya!  
The PRA, which is designed to build 
community consensus for 
approaches to sustainable 
development, enables a group of 
local community members to 
analyze their conditions and choose 
their own means for development.  
From the PRA, a plan is created 
based on appropriate and 
sustainable improvements of local 
resources.  Local consultants Mabel 
Nakyazze and Joshua Machinga 
created a feasibility study in late 
October and completed the PRA for 
Majiwa Village in early November.  
Thank you to funders Val and Craig 
Stewart whose vision will have a 
profound impact on many rural 
communities.  
 
It is through the amazing support 
and compassion of the VV 
community that these key projects 
have become reality.  I look forward 
to continuing to work together, 
creating new opportunities for a 
more sustainable future. 
 

 
Best 
wishes, 

 

Shana 
 

 

A Note from Founder and 
Executive Director,  
Shana Greene, Contôd. 

 

Lillian Tasur Goes to College                                                   Contôd. 
 
Opening the The Sirua Aulo Academy, a private school that helps vulnerable 
children to secure an education, the couple promised to improve the way 
Transmara children fared on national examinations. Through Village Volunteers 
more than fifty students now have full or partial education sponsorships and the 
couple's mission is to extend this opportunity to hundreds more. 

Widening their scope beyond children's education, with the help of Village 
Volunteers and their alumni volunteers, Lillian and Emmanuel began a widow's 
milking program. Since its inception, they have taught over seventy-two women 
how to sustain themselves and their families through the ownership of a cow. 
Lillian also began a women's beading group through which beautiful art pieces 
have been sold to volunteers. This has empowered women by allowing them to 
contribute income to their households. 

More recently, when Kenya was engulfed by post-
election violence, Lillian and her husband managed 
to raise funds through Namunyak Maasai Welfare 
(Village Volunteers) to distribute blankets, food-
stuffs and counseling sessions to victims of 
violence. These latest contributions were 
organized with no lead time for preparation and 
the assistance was offered to what many 
considered, at the time, to be enemy tribes. Lillian 
and Emmanuel strive to extend their efforts to any 
person in need, regardless of social or politically 
constructed cultural barriers. 

This September, Lillian's humanitarian efforts were repaid in kind through 
volunteers who have met her or who were introduced to her story. Lillian has 
been admitted, based on merit rather than high school diploma, to the Digital 
Advisory & Learning Centre (DAL) located in Kericho, Kenya. DAL is a teaching 
centre for Cambridge and Oxford Universities which offers standard, advanced, 
graduate, post-graduate level professional diplomas before upgrading to a 
Bachelors or Masters Degree through the university. Lillian has eagerly begun a 
bridging program on the core subjects of English, Math and Information 
Communication Technology which will aid her in the certificate program.  Most 
significantly, Lillian is the first woman who is married and has three children in the 
Maasai tribe going to college. 

Emmanuel believes that his wife's understanding of the importance of education 
and her ability to overcome tribal or class barriers would be greatly accentuated 
by a degree. Additionally, he explains, the benefits of Lillian's pending education 
are both symbolic and practical. By living her own dream, Lillian has become a 
symbol of inspiration to all Maasai women, demonstrating by example the ways 
in which they can aspire to their full potential. For the Sirua Aulo Academy, where 
Lillian wants to be a certified teacher, she will also impart awareness about 
HIV/AIDS, inform others of the dangers of female genital mutilation practices in 
her community and, as her husband believes, "impart on the girl-child a sense of 
worthiness that comes with a proper education." For these reasons, and for all 
those yet untapped, to invest in Lillian is to invest in the betterment of Kenya. We 
wish her well on her journey.                                                                                          ~ 

 
 To contribute toward 
[ƛƭƭƛŀƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǳƴŘΣ 

send a check to:  
 

Village Volunteers 5100 
S. Dawson St. Seattle, 

WA 98118 USA  
 

Please note "Lillian" in 
the memo line. 
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Dear Reader, 
 
I am very excited to join the Village 
Volunteers team as ±±vΩǎ ƴŜǿ 
author, editor and designer.  
 
After returning from a wonderful 
volunteer experience in Ghana, I felt 
compelled to remain connected with 
ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ. 
Sharing stories about the many 
people touched by Volunteering for 
this position is my way of doing just 
that.  

 
I offer my gratitude to Devon De 
Lena for laying the groundwork in 
±±vΩǎ first issue and for making the 
very difficult decision to hand her 
new creation off to me. I also thank 
you, dear reader, for your patience 
as we learn and grow together.  
 
You are always welcome to share 
feedback, stories, pictures and 
events with VVQ by writing to me at 
Kim@villagevolunteers.org.   
 
I have also created an online VV 
network in which events, personal 
accounts and pictures can be shared 
in a more immediate fashion.  To 
participate, please visit: 
http://villageolunteers.ning.com.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you! 

All my best, 

 Kim 

Meet VVQôs New Editor, 
Kim Clune 

Fidel, a resident of Have, opens the Have Community Library door.                                                       

HAVEôS COMMUNITY LIBRARY COMPLETE           GHANA 
 

What was once an abandoned post office now serves as a community library. The 
transformation began in January of this year with funding from Village 
±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ IŀǾŜΩǎ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎ-on contribution of 
four US volunteers working in Ghana throughout the holidays. Dana Kaplan, her 
cousin Joanna Kornfeld, and friends Elliot Sperber and Jordan Szekely spent five 
days hammering, chiseling, laying cement and installing new doors to refurbish 
the original structure.  

Reconciling her New York punctuality with delays inherent of a developing 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ 5ŀƴŀ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 
the ingenuity of the townspeople. Initially with no more than a single hammer 
and shovel, workers would take turns while awaiting the delivery of supplies. 
Often they had to coordinate specific projects using the limited tools at hand. 
5ŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎΩ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ 5ŀƴŀ ŘǳǘƛŦǳƭƭȅ ƘŀƳƳŜǊŜŘ ǊƻŎƪǎ 
one day. Only later did she learn that the rocks were to be used as foundational 
filler since cement was in short supply. Her construction skills earned Dana the 
name άWoman Mason,έ a title she accepted with pride.  

Dana Kaplan, Joanna Kornfeld, Elliot Sperber, Jordan Szekely and a team of Have villagers 
transform an old post office into a community library. 

In addition to refurbishing the building, the volunteers also built bookshelves, 
painted and donated books purchased locally. In their honor, the village held a 
ribbon cutting ceremony attended by the village Chief along with a local Member 
of Parliament. When the news aired over Ghana radio the following day, the 
volunteers had returned to the neighboring village of Kpando where they spent 
two weeks prior with the orphans at the Missahoe Charity Home. In an effort to 
ƭŜŀŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ do to 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΚέ                                   (/ƻƴǘΩŘΦ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пύ 
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Have you ever wondered what 
other volunteers have 
experienced or how they deal 
with returning home? Would you 
like to see ƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΩǎ 
pictures of ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
ƳŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴΚ 
Do you have your own 
information to share? 
 

Join our new online social 
ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ 
like-minded people eager to 
share stories, pictures, videos, 
project ideas and blog posts. You 
can also chat, create forum 
discussions and keep abreast of 
the latest official Village 
Volunteers news.  
 

JOIN TODAY! 
http://villagevolunteers.ning.com 

 
If you are familiar with Facebook, 
you are already a pro. Album 
slideshows are easily integrated 
and you can create a 
personalized Village Volunteers 
badge to display on your web 
page or blog. 
 
If the paragraph above means 
ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƪŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ 
easy. The more you explore, the 
more fun you will have. 
 

NEW: Village Volunteers 

 Online Social Network 

Have Community Library Complete                                       Contôd. 
 

They then explained, as an example, the ways in which they accomplished so 
much in such a short amount of time.  

There is no question that the impact of 
their effort was felt throughout Have and at 
the orphanage, but it reached much farther 
as well. While touring the slave castles of 
the Cape Coast Region, the group was 
asked if they were the white people who 
ōǳƛƭǘ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƭǘŀ wŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΦ !ǎ 
5ŀƴŀ ǎŀȅǎΣ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƴƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ 
feeling like we did something sustainaōƭŜΦέ 

Aside from public excitement and a personal sense of accomplishment, Dana also 
experienced a feeling of frustration. More funding was needed to staff a librarian 
and many book shelves remained empty. At the time Dana and her friends left, 
there may not have been a plan in place to fulfill the operational needs, but the 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ WǳƭȅΣ ǘǿƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ IŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
the cause. Although their efforts were also met with complications, they saw the 
library to completion.  

Maia Warchol (left) and Kim Clune (right) categorize books and restock library shelves. 

Battling a termite infestation, all books had to be cleared from the shelves and 
several damaged stacks were destroyed. Work resumed to reorganize the library 
once ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛǘŜǎΩ Ŏƭŀȅ ǘǳƴƴŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ aŀƛŀ ²ŀǊŎƘƻƭΣ ŀ 
librarian from Maryland, categorized the growing collection of books under the 
Dewey Decimal System and recorded a comprehensive listing for the future 
librarian. Kim Clune from New York helped to label and reshelf those books in 
time for a library meeting. With both volunteers present, the headmasters and 
community advisors came up with a plan to fund the electric bills and employ a 
librarian.   

Dana was pleased to learn that, with finishƛƴƎ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΩǎ 
volunteers, the library is now complete. As she reminisced for this interview, she 
did so while fondly looking at the Ghanaian photo collage hanging on her wall, a 
constant reminder of the people she met and the projects she has been part of. 
άWǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
ŘŀȅΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  Together, those who worked on the library 
helped to change much more than their own lives. The work of Village Volunteers 
has ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ 
source for knowledge, education and research.                                                         ~ 

http://villagevolunteers.ning.com/



